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pride  in  alberta 

1987 

HAPPY  NEW!  YEAR! 


We  in  the  Agricultural  Education  Branch  have  some  obvious  biases.  First, 
we  are  biased  about  the  value  of  educational  programs  because  that  is  our 
business  -  from  job  experience  programs,  farm  safety,  training  for  farm 
workers,   to  home  study  programs  in  technical  agriculture,   to  more  formal 
agricultural  training. 

Our  second  obvious  bias  about  the  importance  of  agriculture  in  the  class- 
room.    It  is  important  for  so  many  reasons:     all  of  us  like  to  eat  well, 
and  that  makes  the  management  of  our  land  and  water  resources  so  important; 
agriculture  will  continue  to  provide  much  needed  jobs  in  research  and  in 
service  industries;   it  is  so  important  to  our  economy  and  our  well  being, 
that  it  is  essential  that  decisions  that  affect  the  agricultural  industry 
be  made  by  people  who  are  informed  and  agriculturally  aware. 

Despite  these  biases,  we  understand  your  need  to  use  material  that  ties 
into  the  curriculum,   that  has  supporting  resources,  and  to  know  that  some- 
one will  follow  through  by  offering  training  and  updating  of  material  in 
the  future.     Alberta  Agriculture  is  committed  to  do  this  to  the  extent  its 
resources  allow. 

Your  response  to  the  "Pride  in  Alberta"  teacher  handbook  has  been  every- 
thing we  hoped  it  would  be.     Thank  you.     We  made  a  commitment  to  our  associates 
in  the  Department  of  Education  that  we  would  revise  "Pride  in  Alberta"  based 
on  your  feedback  and  experience  using  it. 

With  our  determination  and  your  co-operation,  Ag.  in  the  Classroom  will  become 
a  reality. 

Best  wishes  for  a  successful  and  .properous  New  Year! 


Warren  Wismer 
Branch  Head 

Agricultural  Education 


AGRICULTURE  ALBERTA  CLASSROOM  SERIES  UPDATE 


Alberta  Agriculture  is  committed  to  helping  you  maximize  the  Ag  in  the  Classroom 
resources.     We  enjoyed  working  with  many  teachers  in  workshops  this  fall.  If 
you  were  unable  to  attend  a  workshop  in  your  area,  or  if  we  were  unable  to 
schedual  your  school,  all  is  not  lost.     We  invite  you  to  participate  in  our 
convention  workshops.     These  include: 


North  Central 

Feb. 

12 

K-3 

Red  Deer 

Feb. 

13 

K-6 

Calgary 

Feb  . 

17 

K-6 

North  East 

Feb. 

20 

K-6 

South  East 

Feb. 

26 

K-6 

Central  East 

Mar . 

5 

K-6 

Mighty  Peace 

Mar . 

6 

K-6 

Palliser 

Mar . 

5&6 

Display 

All  division  2  participants  will  receive  a  personal  copy  of  the  handbook 
Pride  in  Alberta. 

Division  1  participants  can  registar  to  receive  Agriculture  and  Me  as  soon 
as  it  is  available  in  April  1987. 


A  conference  is  a  gathering  of  important  people  who  singly  can  do 
nothing,  but  together  can  decide  that  nothing  can  be  done. 


A  Companion  for  Pride  in  Alberta 

Many  of  you     are  familiar  with  the  handbook  of  activities  on  agric- 
ulture,  titled  Pride  in  Alberta,  which  was  developed  for  those  of 
you  who  work  in  Division  II.     During  the  past  several  months  I  have 
been  working  on  a  similar  handbook  for  Division  I;   it  is  nearly  ready. 

The  new  handbook  is  called  Agriculture  and  Me.     It  is  organized  around 
a  number  of  themes  -  nine  units  in  all.     X\fithin  each  unit  are  a  group 
of  suggested  activities  that  relate  to  various  topics  specified  in  the 
curriculum  guides  for  social,  science,  and  language  arts. 

The  activities  are  accompanied  with  information  sheets  and  pictures,  and 
where  appropriate,   activity  sheets  for  students  are  included.     As  with 
Pride  in  Alberta,   the  Division  I  handbook  includes  a  curri-culum  chart, 
which  summarizes   the  activities  in  relation  to  curriculum  areas.     It  als 
includes  a  glossary  that  provides  simple  explanations  of  terms  as  they 
are  used  in  agriculture. 

I  have  enjoyed  developing  the  ideas  in  the  handbook  and  have  come  to 
appreciate  the  many  important  ways  in  which  Agriculture  has  something 
to  do  with  Me.     I  invite  you  to  use  the  book  when  it  becomes  available 
in  the  spring  to  explore  with  your  children  the  various  agricultural 
concepts  associated  with  Agriculture  and  Me. 


Nadia  Kochachka 


Look  ly\  Vht 


Lesson  highlights  to  chase  away  the  winter  doldrums. 


Language  arts  plays  such  a  major  role  in  skill  development  for  elementary 
students,  why  not  try  this  selection  of  language  lessons? 


Lesson 


Lesson  8; 


"Looking  through  different  eyes".     Children  imagine  they 
are  alein  reporters  in  this  creative  writing  exercise. 

"Natural  food  production".     Choose  up  teams  and  get  involved 
in  a  lively  debate  on  this  controversial  issue.  Background 
information  and  score  sheets  are  provided. 


Lesson     9:       "Learning  the  language".     Children  will  enjoy  this  j  igsaw 
puzzle  approach  to  vocabulary  development.     Good  words  for 
a  spelling  bee  too. 


Lesson  20:       "Agriculture  in  the  news".     News  snoops  will  discover  that 
agriculture  is  a  hot  item.     This  exercise  develops  organi- 
zational skills.     Cub  reporters  may  wants  to  try  their  hand 
at  journalism  too. 


Seasonal  Specials 


Lesson  lA :       "Irrigation".     How  about  water  management  as  a  science  lesson 
This  activity  may  even  provide  successful  students  with  a 
nutritious  snack. 


Lesson  15:       "Environment  or  Adaptation".     How  are  your  surviving  the 

winter?     Winter  poses  problems  for  farmers  too.     Some  farm 
operations  utilize  environmental  control  in  order  to  operate 
year  round. 


MTOTEFAIE 


School  Tour  Suggestion 

Agricultural  fairs  and  exhibitions  can  be  excellent  resources  arid 
provide  interesting  opportunities  for  school  tours.     These  special  events 
are  often  available  to  schools  in  urban  communities  and  can  provide  a 
good,   close-up  view  of  some  aspects  of  the  agriculture  industry  in  action. 
Educators  should  make  it  clear  to  the  students  that  fairs  represent  a 
specific  part  of  the  interaction  between  a  variety  of  individuals  in  the 
farming  community.     Producers  participate  in  fairs  because  the  exhibiting 
and  judging  of  their  animals  and  produce  helps  to  establish  standards  of 
quality.     Also  they  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  keep  in  touch  with  other 
producers  and  their  products.     Support  industries  participate  in  fairs  in 
order  to  make  contacts  with  clients  and  market  their  goods. 

The  general  public  is  encouraged  to  participate  as  spectators  in 
agricultural  fairs.     This  provides  children  with  a  wonderful  opportunity 
to  meet  some  special  farm  amimals.     It  is  important  to  understand  that  a 
fair  or  exhibit  is  not  a  substitute  farm  and  does  not  represent  a  typical 
farm  environment  or  activity. 

Find  out  about  agricultural  fairs  in  your  area  by  contacting  a  local 
agricultural  society  or  exhibition  board.     Most  of  them  are  happy  to 
accomodate  school  children. 

Betty  Gabert 

Fair  Dates 

Calgary  Exibition  Aggie  Days      April  ^'^  -  7^ 
Edmonton  Northlands  Western  Stock  Show  and  Sale 

March  25  -  2^^ 


When  we  are  young  we  want  to  change  the  world.  When -we  are  old 
we  want  to  change  the  young. 


ACTIVITY  IDEA 


To  compliment  your  Language  arts,  social  studies  and  science  program,  how 
about  having  a  games  afternoon.     Play  animal  trivia  and  then  snack  on  some 
•funny  face  muffins  or  cookies  that  the  children  have  decorated  during  art 
class, 

ANIMAL  TRIVIA  is  a  game  developed  by  Edmonton  Northlands. 
Below  are  the  game  rules  and  a  few  sample  questions.     The  game  was  originally 
developed  for  use  with  a  pocketbook  put  out  by  Edmonton  Northlands.  "The 
Incredible  Pocketbook  Guide  to  Those  Amazing  Farmfair  Animals".     Northlands  has 
informed  us  that  they  still  have  a  limited  supply  of  these,  so  if  you  would  like 
a  copy  please  contact:     Ellen  Mailo 

Public  Relations  Co-ordinator 

Edmonton  Northlands 

Box  1480 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

T5J  2N5 

Ph:  471-7327 

Procedure  -  Prepare  the  Game 

-  Have  students  form  5  study  groups;  one  for  each  of  the  following  farm 
animals  -  Sheep,  Swine,  Poultry,  Rabbits  and  Cattle. 

-  Ask  each  group  to  research  10  facts  about  their  farm  animal. 

-  Make  a  deck  of  20  cards.  Make  a  picture  for  each  of  the  animal  groups 
and  put  the  picture  on  4  of  the  20  cards. 

-  Arrange  the  questions  according  to  groups. 

-  Shuffle  the  picture  cards  and  place  in  separate  pile. 

Play  the  Game 

-  Divide  the  class  into  two  teams  A  &  B. 

-  Have  a  representative  from  team  A  select  a  picture  card  from  the  deck. 
This  will  be  the  category  for  the  trivia  question  for  Team  B. 

-  Score  1  point  for  correct  answers. 

-  Alternate  teams  until  all  children  have  been  quizzed  or  until  all  the 
questions  are  used. 

Sample  Questions 
Rabbits 

-  Rabbits  have  oversized  ears  which  help  them  hear  sounds  hundreds  of  feet 

away.     \-Jhat  else  do  their  ears  help  them  do? 

(Control  body  temperature.  Develop  eating  habits,  squeal) 

-Rabbits  have  4  or  5  litters  per  year.     How  many  babies  on  an  average  do  they 
have  per  litter?       (2,   5,  8^,) 

Cattle 

-V/hat  animals  are  considered  to  be  the  most  dangerous  of  all  domestic 
animals?     (Dairy  bulls,  Hamshire  Bulls,  Beef  Bulls) 

-On  the  average,  how  many  pounds  of  feed  does  a  beef  bull  need  to  eat  to  gain 
one  pound  of  meat?    (1  lb.,   lOlbs.,   201bs. ,) 

Other  categories  are  Sheep,  Swine  and  Poultry. 


RECIPE  FILE 


Zucchini  Nut  Muffins 


Refrigerator  Bran  Muffins 


750 

ml 

all-purpose  flour 

25 

ml 

baking  soda 

5 

ml 

baking  powder 

500 

ml 

boiling  water 

5 

ml 

baking  soda 

250 

ml 

margarine 

5 

ml 

salt 

500 

ml 

sugar 

5 

ml 

cinnamon 

4 

eggs 

500 

ml 

sugar 

1 

L 

buttermilk 

4 

eggs,  beaten 

1.25 

L 

flour 

250 

ml 

oil 

15 

ml 

salt 

500 

ml 

grated  unpeeled  zucchini 

500 

ml 

cooking  bran 

2 

ml 

vanilla 

1 

L 

all-bran  cereal 

250 

ml 

chopped  walnuts 

500 

ml 

raisins 

125 

ml 

raisins 

250 

ml 

chopped  dates 

Preheat  oven  to  180  C. 

Generously  grease  standard  size  muffin 
pans.     Sift  together  flour,  baking 
powder,  baking  soda,  salt  and  cinnamon; 
set  aside. 

Combine  sugar  and  eggs  in  large  mixing 
bowl.     Gradually  add  oil,  stirring  until 
well  blended.     Add  zucchini  and  vanilla. 
Stir  in  walnuts  and  raisins.     Fold  in 
sifted  dry  ingredients  just  until  batter 
is  evenly  moistened;  do  not  over  mix. 

Spoon  batter  into  prepared  muffin  pans, 
filling  two-thirds  full.     Bake  until 
skewer  inserted  in  centre  of  muffin 
comes  out  clean  (about  20  -  25  mins . ) . 
Let  stand  10  min. 


Add  baking  soda  to  boiling  water 
and  let  cool. 

Cream  margarine  and  sugar,  then 
add  eggs.     Beat  well.     Stir  in 
buttermilk,   flour  and  salt.  Add 
soda  water. 

Combine  remaining  ingredients  and 
stir  into  batter.     Let  stand  over- 
night before  using.     Will  keep  2 
to  3  weeks  in  refrigerator. 


Fill  muffin  tins  two- thirds  full. 
Bake  at  200°C  until  lightly  browned, 
about  20  to  25  min. 


Makes  4  to  4.5  dozen. 


Makes  about  28  muffins. 


Alberta  Agriculture  Home  Economics 
Branch 


Alberta  Agriculture 
zucchini , 
zucchini, 
zucchini , 

Homedex  1131-15-6 


Home  Economics  Branch 


Easy  Mixes 

Homedex  1121-40-41 


CRAFTS 


Pipe  Cleaner  Farm  Animals 


Craft  - 


Procedure  -  Make  a  farm  stead  out  of  blocks  and  construction  paper 

and  assemble  it  on  a  table. 

Discuss  the  various  barns  and  sheds  for  housing  animals. 
Using  a  supply  of  simple  pipe  cleaners  have  the  children 
make  animals  for  the  farm.     Pipe  cleaners  make  wonderful 
sheep,  horses,  and  cattle.      (The  pigs  might  look  a  little 
fuzzy) . 


Pipe  Cleaner  Horse 


Wrap  the  second  pipe  cleaner  around  the  body  then  make  back  legs. 

Conclusion  -  Have  students  introduce  their  animals  and  share  some 

agricultural  facts  about  them  -  ie.  Meat  production, 
milk  production,  wool  production,  what  they  eat  (diet), 
care  and  maintenance,  and  usual  number  of  offspring. 


Craft 


Funny  Face  Snack 
Make  or  purchase  muffins  or  plain  cookies   (sugar  or  gingerbread) 


Procedure  -  In  art  class  supply  the  children  with  one  or  two  plain  muffins 

or  cookies  and  some  simple  edible  decorations  such  as  nuts, 
raisins,   chocolate  chips,   candied  fruit,   licorice  or  icing. 

Have  them  make  funny  faces  on  their  snacks.     Name  their 
characters  and  place  them  on  a  cookie  sheet  for  display. 


Conclusion  - 


Have  a  little  party  and  enjoy  eating  the  funny  faces. 


"LET  S  TALK'' 


November  27,  1986 


Dear  Ms  Gabert: 

Thank  you  for  your  Christmas  supplement  to  "Pride 
in  Alberta".     I  don't  know  that  I  would  like  to 
try  your  "Moose  Nose"  recipe  but  it  sure  became 
the  topic  of  conversation  for  the  day. 

I  am  very  interested  in  receiving  a  copy  of 
"Agriculture  and  Me",   the  new  handbook  for 
Division  1,  K-3. 

Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 

Leonne  Turcotte 
Community  School 
Curriculum  Coordinator 

Routhier  Community  School 
Box  540, 
Falher,  Alberta 
TOH  IMO 

Nov.   26,  1986 

Dear  Betty  Gabert, 

My  name  is  Denia  Lamothe.  I  am  in  Sister  Eily's  class  a 
St.   Patrick's  elementary  school  in  Lethbridge. 

I  am  writing  on  behalf  of  my  class - 

We  thank  you  for  sending  us  the  games.     We  enjoyed 
playing  them.     I  liked  the  one  where  you  had  to 
throw  the  bean  into  the  jar. 

Thank  you. 

Sincerely , 

Denia  and  Four/Five  Class 
919  -  9th  Street  North 
Lethbridge,  Alberta 


A  youngster  strayed  away  from  his 
parents  at  the  zoo  and  got  lost. 
A  policeman  found  him  in  tears  and 
asked  ,"VJhat '  s  your  father  like?" 
"Beer  and  golf,"  replied  the  boy. 


MARCH  8-14  IS  AGRICULTURE  WEEK 

March  8-14  is  Agriculture  Week  in  Alberta,  and  this  year  Agaware  is  examining 
the  many  partnerships     in  agriculture  through  our  theme — Partners  in  Progress. 

As  consumers,  students  are  partners  in  agriculture,  because  without  consumers, 
there  would  be  no  need  for  producers  or  other  participants  in  the  food  chain. 

Agaware  encourages  you  to  make  your  students  more  'ag-aware'  by  participating 
in  the  following  Agriculture  Week  activities: 

— Trace  a  food  product  to  its  source,   identifying  the  many  occupations 
and  businesses  involved  in  taking  the  product  from  producer  to  consumer. 

— Contact  a  rural  school  where  students  have  a  farm  background  and 
arrange  a  letter  exchange. 

— Arrange  a  classroom  or  interclassroom  debate  on  an  agricultural 

issue  such  as  free  trade,  chemical  use  or  the  importance  of  agriculture. 

— Take  a  look  at  agriculture  in  Alberta  in  1887  and  1987,  and  examine 
the  impact  of  the  many  advancements. 

— Tour  an     ag  related  facility  such  as  a  food  processing  plant. 

— Research  what  products  are  grown  or  produced  in  Alberta  and  mark 
them  on  a  map.     Find  out  what  products  are  exported  and  where  the 
export  markets  are. 


I  Value  Your  Opinion 

I  sincerely  hope  that  you  are  able  to  incorporate  some  of  the  "Pride  in 
Alberta"  lessons  in  your  regular  schedule.     In  March  I  will  send  you  an 
evaluation  form  to  assist  you  in  your  review  of  the  material.  Please 
don' t  hesitate  to  include  any  additional  comments  or  concerns  that  you 
may  have.     I  am  keenly  interested  in  providing  you  with  the  best  product 
possible. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  assistance. 


Betty  Gabert 


**  'If  Farmer  Brown  jjrows  wheat  on  1000  acres  of 
land,  and  he  ge(s  105  bushels  per  acre,  how  many 
bu%hcis  of  wheat  does  he  harvest  altogether?'  .  .  . 
Wowl  What  1  w«nt  to  know  Is  what  kind  of  fer- 
tilizer and  weed  killer  Farmer  Brown  uscsl" 


CANADIANA 

JUN  2  9  1988 


pride  in  alberta 

i^riculture  Alberta  Classroom  Series 


Spring  1987 


We  need  you  to  help  direct  the  future  format 
and  content  of  "Pride  in  Alberta".  Enclosed 
with  this  newsletter  is  an  evaluation  form 
for  Pride  in  Alberta.     You  may  still  have  the 
evaluation  that  came  with  the  book.  However,  if  yours  has  been  "carefully 
filed  away"  and  can  no  longer  be  found  please  use  this  replacement.  I 
require  the  completed  evaluations  by  June  15  so  that  I  can  begin  revising 
Pride  in  Alberta  in  July. 


Note:  If  your  name  or  school  is  on  the  evaluation  form,  you  will  receive 
a  complimentary  copy  of  the  revised  text  before  Christmas. 

Special  Comments  Request  -  in  addition  to  the  evaluation  form,   if  there 
are  any  parts  of  the  handbook  you  would  like  to  change  -  please  photo- 
copy the  pages  and  make  the  changes.     Include  these  with  your  evaluation. 
Your  comments  are  essential  to  the  sucess  of  this  program.     Thanks  for 
your  co-operation! 

Betty  Gabert 

Ag  in  the  Classroom 

2nd  Floor,   7000  -  113  Street 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

T6H  5T6 


Lesson  13:       "Erosion,   Soil  Loss  -  Farming  Techniques".     Support  Soil 
Conservation  -veek  with   this  lesson.     Then  follow  up  with 

Lesson  20:       "Agriculture  In  The  News".     This  is  a  good  time  of  year 
to  find  news  reports  on  erosion  of  Alberta's  Farmland. 


AGRICULTURE  ALBERTA  CLASSROOM  SERIES  UPDATE 


Ag  in  the  Classroom  is  Growing! 

We  have  finished  the  artwork  on 
the  new  division  1  handbook 
"Agriculture  and  Me"  and  we  will 
be  able  to  start  filling  orders 
in  May ! 

Since  we  are  asking  for  feedback 
on  this  material  wei would  like  to 
encourage  teachers  to  plan  on  at- 
tending a  workshop  for  these  hand- 
books . 


A  New  Resource  from  Alberta  Agriculture 

A  new  resource  catalogue  has  been  prepared 
especially  for  teachers.     This  lists  films, 
video,  slides  and  print  material  for  all 
division  levels  which  can  be  accessed  by 
Alberta  teachers!     More  than  350  titles  are 
included. 

This  resource  will  be  ready  for  distributio 
by  September.  Our  next  newsletter  will  out 
line  how  you  can  get  a  copy  of  this  guide. 


Plan  an  Ag  in  the  Classroom  Workshop  for  your  Fall  P.P.  Day! 

Here's  what  it  involves: 

1.  A  fun  activity  session 

2.  Curriculum  related  material 

3.  New  ideas  for  teaching  techniques 

4.  Extensive  handouts  and  continued  support  material 


The  fall  workshop  will  feature  materials  for  Divisions  1,   2,   &  3. 


We  are  taking  bookings  for  fall  workshops  already  and  encourage 
school  boards  to  contact  us  as  soon  as  possible. 


Space  Age  Agriculture 

We  will  have  a  staff  of  writers  working  on 
the  Jr.  High  program  over  the  summer  and 
look  forward  to  giving  workshop  participants 
a  preview  of  the  material  and  an  opportunity 
to  offer  comments  on  the  proposed  activities 


A  special  hello  to  all  of  you  who  attended  the  convention  workshops. 

Thanks  for  making  my  day. 


ACTIVITY  IDEA 


Explore  water  erosion  and  control 
Try  one  of  these  experiments. 


Mulch 

(leaves,  sawdust, 
straw,  grass) 


Black  clay  loam 
dirt . 


Study  Questions: 

1.  How  does  mulch  prevent  soil  loss?     (A.  and  C.) 

2.  How  does  plant  cover  affect  soil  loss?  (B.) 

3.  l^^lat  does  contouring  do?  (D.) 


C. 


Mulch  covei 
Black  dirt- 


Source : 

Soil  and  Water  Conservation 
Activities  for  Scouts. 

United  SLntes  Department  of 
Agriculture-     Soil  Conservation 
Service . 


Soil  Conservation  is  EverytxxJy's  Business 

1^  Agriculture  /dlbCalQ 
^  Canada  agriculture 

Ask  a  young  child  where  food  comes  from  and  you'll  likely  hear  the  words, 
"The  Supermarket".     Ask  a  farmer  the  same  question  and  you  may  get  "Crops  and 
Livestock"     as  an  answer.     Even  though  both  are  correct,  when  you  think  about 
it  most  of  our  food  ultimately  comes  from  one  place  -  The  Soil. 

A  little  wind  and  a  little  rain  can  be  valuable  elements  helping  farmers 
trying  to  grow  and  harvest  crops,  but  given  the  right  conditions  they  can  also 
create  an  erosion  disaster.     During  National  Soil  Conservation  Week,     April  13 
to  17,  attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  a  little  erosion  can  amount  to  a 
lot  of  damage.  .  • 

It  may  seem  like  just  so  much  dirt,  but  soil  loss  and  damage  costs  western 
Canadians  nearly  $3  million  dollars  a  day  in  lost  revenue.     It's  like  a  lottery 
winner  taking  $2.8  million  in  prize  money  and  throwing  it  into  the  wind  or 
dumping  it  into  a  little  creek  to  be  washed  away. 

Soil  degradation,  which  is  an  overall  term  for  erosion  and  other  problems 
which  reduce  or  eliminate  soil  productivity,   is  a  serious  matter,  says  an  Alberta 
Agriculture  specialist.     A  recent  study  suggests   that  soil  degradation  costs 
Albertans  an  estimated  $429  million  a  year. 

But,     John  Hermans,  head  of  the  department's  soil  conservation  section  in 
Edmonton  says,   it  is  not  too  late  to  do  something  about  it. 

"If  we  are  going  to  continue  farming  in  Alberta  we  must  accept  that  we  have 
a  responsibility  of  keeping  the  soil  productive,"  he  says. 


"We  may  not  all  be  farmers,  but  we  all  like  to  eat.     One  of  the  benefits 
of  having  productive  soil  is  to  have  relatively  affordable  food.     As  the 
natural  productivity  of  the  soil  decreases,   the  costs  of  fertilizers  and 
other  inputs  increase.     The  higher  input  costs  will  be  reflected  in  higher 
food  prices." 


Hermans  says  National  Soil  Conservation  Week,  April  13  to  17  is  an 
opportunity  to  raise  public  awareness  of  the  importance  of  protecting  the 
soil . 


"It's  a  serious  problem  and  people  should  be  concerned  about  it," 
he  says.  "But  they  should  also  realize  it's  a  problem  we  can  do  some- 
thing about.     There  are  solutions." 

"It  is  not  just  up  to  the  farmers  and  agricultural  specialists  to  do 
something.     It  is  important  that  everyone  understands  the  problems  and 
supports  the  program  and  measures  that  are  implemented  to  conserve  and 
maintain  the  soil  resource." 


"The  effort  that  we  make  is  really  both  for  our  benefit  now,  as  well 
as  for  future  generations,"  he  says.     "But  now  is  the  time  to  start  paying 
attention.     The  problem  is  serious,  but  it's  not  a  crisis.     If  we  apply 
resource  conservation  methods  now  we  can  stop  the  problem  from  getting  worse 
and  begin  the  restoration  process." 

"Not  only  farmers,  but  everyone,   from  store  owners   to  downtown  apartment 
dwellers  need  to  be  concerned  about  saving  this  very  fundamental  natural 
resource,"  says  Hermans. 

"Considering  all  the  things  people  have  to  be  concerned  about  in  the 
world  it's  hard  to  stress  the  importance  of  saving  one  of  our  basic  resources 
-  there  seems  to  be  no  shortage  of  it.     But  of  all  the  issues  we  face,  soil 
conservation  is  one  of  the  things  Albertans  can  do  something  about." 


The  following  is  a  list  of  publications  on  soil  erosion.     You  can  order 
them  through  Ag  in  the  Classroom  Program: 


"Soil  problems  are  almost  invisible" 
"Soil  conservation  week  raises  awareness" 
"The  humble  forage" 

"Summer fallow  technique  shows  its  color" 

"Alfalfa  rides  in  to  arrest  its  salinity" 

"Maintain  soil  organic  matter  with  nitrogen  inputs" 

"Soil  erosion  is  a  stubborn  problem" 

"One  Peace  River  valley  is  plenty" 

"The  green,  green  grass  keeps  the  soil  home" 

"Farmers  caught  between  rock  and  a  hard  place" 

-"^Resource  Persons  For  Additional  Information 
-Conservation  Farmers  Recommended  for  Media  Contacts 


"     These  lists  provide  names  of  contact  persons  thoughout  the  province  who 
are  prepared  to  act  as  resource  persons. 

NOTE:     Supplies  are  limited  and  orders  will  be  filled  on  a  first  come 
first  served  basis. 


Special  thanks  to:     John  Hermans  and  staff.  -  Soil  Conservation, 
Alberta  Agriculture,  for  the  posters  and 
material  on  Soil  Conservation. 


Gary  Carlson.  Prairie  Farm  Rehabilitation 
Admins tration  for  the  bookmarks. 


Mail  orders  to:         Betty  Gabert 

Ag  in  the  Classroom  Program 
Agricultural  Education  Branch 
Agriculture  Bulilding,   2nd  Floor 
7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 

T6H  5T6  Ph:  427  -  2402 
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The  Ag  in  the  Classroom 
Staff. 

Agricultural  Education  Branch 
Agriculture  Building,   2nd  Fl . 
7000  -  113  Street 
Edi.ionton,  Alberta 
T6H  516 

Ph:   427  -  2402 
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AGRICULTURE 
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Order  your  school  copy 
for  Fall  Delivery. 


Remember  to  mail  in 
your  evaluation  for 
our  revisions  this 
summer . 


Pride  in  Alberta 
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Look  for  our 
Fall  Newsletter 
Highlights : 


1.  School  Agricultural  Fair.     How  to 
and  tips  for  sucess  from  Claresholm. 

2.  Ag  in  the  Classroom  workshops  are 
being  booked  for  fall.     I  look 
forward  to  coming  to  your  area. 

3.  Agriculture  course  resource  package 
for  Junior  Higli, 
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